
Tragedy Tragedy Oberon Modern Plays: An
Exploration of Absurdist Theater and
Metadrama

Tom Stoppard's 'Tragedy Tragedy Oberon Modern Plays' is a complex and
challenging play that epitomizes the absurdist and metadramatic
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tendencies of modern drama. Written in 1966, the play explores the nature
of tragedy, the role of the playwright, and the relationship between art and
reality.

The play is structured as a series of nested plays, each of which comments
on the previous one. The outer play, 'Tragedy,' is a rehearsal for a
production of 'Oberon,' a play within a play that is itself a rehearsal for a
production of 'Modern Plays,' a play that satirizes the conventions of
modern drama.
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Through this intricate structure, Stoppard creates a labyrinthine world in
which the boundaries between reality and illusion, art and life, are
constantly blurred. The play is a meditation on the nature of tragedy, the
role of the artist, and the search for meaning in a seemingly meaningless
world.

Themes

One of the central themes of 'Tragedy Tragedy Oberon Modern Plays' is
the nature of tragedy. Stoppard challenges the traditional Aristotelian
definition of tragedy, which emphasizes the downfall of a noble hero due to
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a tragic flaw. Instead, Stoppard presents a series of characters who are
caught in a meaningless and absurd world.

The play's protagonist, Henry Carr, is a playwright who is struggling to write
a tragedy. He is haunted by the memory of his dead wife, and he is unable
to find meaning in the world around him. Carr's attempts to create a
tragedy are constantly thwarted by the absurdities of modern life.

Another major theme of the play is the role of the playwright. Stoppard
explores the relationship between the playwright and his characters, and he
questions the playwright's ability to create meaningful art in a world that
seems to be devoid of meaning.

The play's characters are often aware that they are in a play, and they
frequently comment on the conventions of theater. This self-referentiality
highlights the play's metadramatic nature, and it forces the audience to
question the nature of reality and the relationship between art and life.

Characters

The characters in 'Tragedy Tragedy Oberon Modern Plays' are complex
and multifaceted. They are often contradictory and enigmatic, and they defy
easy categorization.

The play's protagonist, Henry Carr, is a playwright who is struggling to
come to terms with the death of his wife. He is a deeply flawed character,
but he is also capable of great compassion and insight.

Another major character in the play is Aphra Behn, a seventeenth-century
playwright who appears as a character in 'Oberon.' Behn is a strong and



independent woman who challenges the conventions of her time. She is a
powerful advocate for the role of women in society, and she is a inspiração
for Henry Carr.

The other characters in the play include Henry's friends and colleagues, as
well as the actors and actresses who are rehearsing 'Oberon.' These
characters provide a diverse range of perspectives on the nature of tragedy
and the role of the playwright.

Significance

'Tragedy Tragedy Oberon Modern Plays' is a significant play in the
development of modern drama. It is a challenging and thought-provoking
work that explores the nature of tragedy, the role of the playwright, and the
relationship between art and reality.

The play's absurdist and metadramatic elements have had a profound
influence on subsequent generations of playwrights. Stoppard's work has
helped to redefine the boundaries of theater, and it has inspired other
playwrights to experiment with new forms and conventions.

'Tragedy Tragedy Oberon Modern Plays' is a complex and rewarding play
that deserves to be ranked among the masterpieces of modern drama. It is
a play that will continue to challenge and inspire audiences for years to
come.

'Tragedy Tragedy Oberon Modern Plays' is a challenging and thought-
provoking play that explores the nature of tragedy, the role of the
playwright, and the relationship between art and reality. The play's
absurdist and metadramatic elements have had a profound influence on



subsequent generations of playwrights, and it is a work that deserves to be
ranked among the masterpieces of modern drama.
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