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Knowledge Series
School choice is a hot-button issue in education today. Proponents argue
that it gives parents more options and helps children get a better education.
Opponents worry that it will hurt public schools and lead to segregation. So
what's the truth? What does the research say about school choice? And
what are the different arguments for and against it?

This book provides a comprehensive overview of the history, research, and
debates surrounding school choice. It is an essential resource for anyone
interested in understanding the complex world of education policy.
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The History of School Choice

The idea of school choice has been around for centuries. In the United
States, the first school choice program was established in 1853 in
Massachusetts. This program allowed towns to contract with private

FREE

https://anthology.mamanbook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IjhcL1hleEQrcmcxWENnUFZ3V1YyWWJ3XC9HWVNVRXhzTzU3RFZTOGlnaEJJdFl6ZDFXaDlwZVViRVl3TWxoODd3QWwyWHRPMlIwUHJod1ExdmNSQXErd0Q1aEpaaGdcL0xVOHY1cEg2Rk9RUkFnbTFkTnd0cXhKM011TTRTdkQ2TXhKK3pXbngxVWRvNWROT0tMZlZxT1UyeTVSR2FNc0REYU9OOWJIbnZIcmV2akxsUWxGNWRleGRcL0ZxVzUxdkNnc1kiLCJpdiI6IjE4NTNlYjY1MGQxZDkzMDRiYjNjNDJkZWI5YmMxZDg3IiwicyI6ImViMWM3ZDllMGI3ZWQxODAifQ%3D%3D
https://anthology.mamanbook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6InRXT2dvVFptMVczMlZsRm9NM01hK3Y3dENEMkFmNU9WOHJ2SFcwQTZTalNUNTU2b3FDditwUWlMNTdZT2N4K3lQYzV3Z3NBM3diNFk4NFg0bmlXXC91OTNib2w5NVJuZVErd1JacUw2YU0xeXBUemNIR3Y0NFUwZVA2UUw4UDBWSTFPd1VFUURQdmZKb3BSYVRGN1hGZlpsSlE5WnQzNDg4ZjZwa0FnTWlhNVRsYkVPcmoyd1EzSnd0ckRCamROQTYiLCJpdiI6IjU1MDZiNTg3NDZmZDg5MWRiNWIxNjcwZjE2ZGRmODhiIiwicyI6IjA1M2FiYjNmODNkNjU1NTUifQ%3D%3D
https://anthology.mamanbook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IjhmSGlSeHBaRE5JaFBzb3k0S01tc2VrejliRnVaRTJ0aGRtTWpnSmhtRmpQS2M4RHhLeFJyeFZWODBQcGhJZjhwdElpQjRoY2hoM0JlcmxyWEF5MzFsdmZHaStERVJXZWVyVTBUb1RpTlRZbjBWd2pWaHBiWEN5NEJVUDdGRnl3OHdHRGIzemprMlwvOG5hUnVrYm5BOXdrNnZVcnZKUFNxUEFBMjU4emVDZGJkSXltOWZuQjJNUmpuMDVkZU1BdVEiLCJpdiI6Ijc3ZjAwMmViMzBjMWFkNjE4YjM1ZmI2OWM3OGFkOTg0IiwicyI6IjYxMmQzOTc3NTVhMDUwODIifQ%3D%3D


schools to provide education for children who lived in areas where there
was no public school.

School choice programs continued to be established throughout the 20th
century, but they were relatively small and limited in scope. In the 1990s,
however, there was a resurgence of interest in school choice. This was due
in part to the growing dissatisfaction with public schools and the increasing
popularity of charter schools.

Charter schools are public schools that are independently operated. They
are often smaller and more innovative than traditional public schools.
Charter schools have been shown to be more effective than traditional
public schools in some cases. This has led to a growing demand for school
choice programs that allow parents to send their children to charter
schools.

The Research on School Choice

There is a large and growing body of research on school choice. This
research has shown that school choice programs can have a positive
impact on student achievement. For example, a study by the Center for
Education Reform found that students who attended charter schools were
more likely to graduate from high school and attend college than students
who attended traditional public schools.

However, the research on school choice is not entirely positive. Some
studies have found that school choice programs can have negative
consequences. For example, a study by the Brookings Institution found that
students who attended voucher schools were more likely to be suspended
or expelled than students who attended traditional public schools.



Overall, the research on school choice is mixed. There is evidence that
school choice programs can have both positive and negative effects. The
impact of a school choice program will depend on a variety of factors,
including the design of the program and the quality of the schools that
participate in the program.

The Arguments for and Against School Choice

There are a number of arguments for and against school choice. The main
arguments in favor of school choice are that it gives parents more options
and helps children get a better education. The main arguments against
school choice are that it will hurt public schools and lead to segregation.

Arguments for school choice:

Gives parents more options. School choice allows parents to choose
the school that is best for their child. This means that parents can
choose a school that is close to their home, that has a particular
academic focus, or that has a particular religious affiliation.

Helps children get a better education. There is evidence that school
choice programs can improve student achievement. This is because
school choice programs allow students to attend schools that are a
better fit for their individual needs.

Arguments against school choice:

Hurts public schools. School choice programs can divert funding
away from public schools. This can lead to larger class sizes, fewer
resources, and lower teacher salaries. All of these things can make it
more difficult for public schools to provide a quality education.



Leads to segregation. School choice programs can lead to
segregation because they allow parents to choose schools that are
predominantly white or affluent. This can make it more difficult for
students from low-income or minority backgrounds to get a quality
education.

The Future of School Choice

The future of school choice is uncertain. There is growing support for
school choice programs, but there is also growing opposition. It is likely that
the debate over school choice will continue for many years to come.

However, one thing is clear: school choice is here to stay. Parents are
increasingly demanding more options for their children's education. And
school choice programs are providing those options.

School choice is a complex issue with both pros and cons. There is
evidence that school choice programs can have a positive impact on
student achievement, but there is also evidence that they can have
negative consequences. The impact of a school choice program will
depend on a variety of factors, including the design of the program and the
quality of the schools that participate in the program.

Ultimately, the decision of whether or not to support school choice is a
personal one. Parents should weigh the pros and cons of school choice
and decide what is best for their child.
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