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In the murky depths of the Seine River in France, a remarkable discovery
has stirred the imaginations of historians and archaeologists alike. The
excavation of a Viking drekar, a ship of immense size and significance, has
cast a new light on the enigmatic Norman invasion of the 9th century and
the origins of the powerful Duchy of Normandy.
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A Viking drekar discovered in the Seine River in France

The History of the Drekar

Drekar, meaning "dragon ship" in Old Norse, were formidable warships
used by the Vikings for centuries. These ships were renowned for their
speed, maneuverability, and adaptability, enabling the Vikings to raid and
conquer vast territories across Europe.

The drekar found in the Seine is estimated to have been built around 800
AD, during the height of the Viking Age. It is believed to have been part of a
raiding expedition that sailed up the Seine River, targeting the wealthy
monasteries and settlements along its banks.

The Discovery and Excavation

The drekar was first discovered in 2007 during dredging operations in the
Seine River. Archaeologists soon realized the significance of their find and
meticulously excavated the ship, revealing its remarkable size and
construction.
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The ship measures approximately 30 meters in length and 4 meters in
width, making it one of the largest Viking ships ever found. Its hull was
constructed using clinker-built planks, a technique that involves overlapping
wooden planks and sealing them with tar.

Archaeologists excavating the drekar in the Seine River in France

Significance of the Discovery
The discovery of the drekar in the Seine has provided invaluable insights

into the Norman invasion and the origins of Normandy.

= Evidence of Viking Raids: The presence of a drekar so far inland
suggests that the Vikings had penetrated deep into the Frankish
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territory, raiding and conquering as they went.

= Norman Genesis: The Vikings who settled in Normandy established a
powerful duchy that played a pivotal role in European history. The
drekar discovery provides physical evidence of their arrival and the
foundation of their kingdom.

= Viking Shipbuilding Techniques: The excavation of the drekar has
provided a firsthand glimpse into the advanced shipbuilding techniques
of the Vikings. The ship's size, construction, and design showcase
their remarkable maritime prowess.

Ongoing Research

The archaeological investigation of the drekar in the Seine is ongoing, with
new findings emerging regularly. Archaeologists are meticulously analyzing
the ship's structure, its contents, and the surrounding environment to piece
together a comprehensive picture of Viking activities in the region.

In addition, researchers are using state-of-the-art technologies, such as
DNA analysis and dendrochronology, to determine the exact origins of the
ship and its crew. These studies will further enhance our understanding of
Viking expansion and the complexities of the Norman invasion.

The discovery of the drekar in the Seine River is a testament to the rich
tapestry of history that lies beneath our feet. By unraveling the secrets of
this ancient Viking ship, we gain invaluable insights into the motivations,
achievements, and legacy of the Norsemen who played a pivotal role in
shaping the destiny of Europe.



As archaeological research continues, we can expect to uncover even
more fascinating details about the Norman invasion and the origins of
Normandy. The drekar in the Seine serves as a reminder of the enduring
power of history and the enduring fascination with the Viking Age.
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As a parent of a toddler, you want to give your child the best possible
start in life. That includes providing them with a healthy and balanced
* diet....
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