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Bleach Vol. 39: El Verdugo is the 39th volume in the popular Bleach manga
series created by Tite Kubo. The volume was originally released in Japan
on August 4, 2009, and was later translated and published in English in
North America by Viz Media on July 6, 2010. El Verdugo is a pivotal volume
in the Bleach storyline, as it marks a turning point in the Soul Society arc
and introduces several key characters who will play significant roles in the
future of the series.

Plot Summary

The volume begins with the aftermath of the battle between Ichigo Kurosaki
and Kenpachi Zaraki. Ichigo has defeated Kenpachi and is now being
questioned by the Soul Society Council for his actions. While Ichigo is
being interrogated, Rukia Kuchiki and her friends infiltrate the Senzaikyū,
the central pillar of the Soul Society, in order to rescue Orihime Inoue.
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Meanwhile, Captain-Commander Genryūsai Shigekuni Yamamoto
discovers that Sōsuke Aizen, the former Captain of the 5th Division, is
responsible for the Arrancar invasion and the kidnapping of Orihime.
Yamamoto confronts Aizen in the Senzaikyū, but is defeated and left for
dead.

Ichigo arrives in the Senzaikyū just in time to witness Yamamoto's defeat.
Enraged, Ichigo challenges Aizen to a fight, but is quickly overwhelmed by
Aizen's immense power. Just when all hope seems lost, Kisuke Urahara,
Yoruichi Shihōin, and Isshin Kurosaki arrive to aid Ichigo.

The volume ends with a cliffhanger, as Ichigo and his allies prepare to face
Aizen in a final showdown.

Characters

Ichigo Kurosaki: The main protagonist of the series, Ichigo is a Substitute
Soul Reaper who is constantly fighting to protect his friends and family. In
this volume, Ichigo faces his greatest challenge yet as he battles against
Aizen and his Arrancar army.

Rukia Kuchiki: A Soul Reaper who was originally sent to the Human World
to monitor Ichigo. Rukia has become a close friend and ally to Ichigo, and
she is determined to rescue Orihime from Aizen.

Sōsuke Aizen: The former Captain of the 5th Division, Aizen is the
mastermind behind the Arrancar invasion and the kidnapping of Orihime.
Aizen is a powerful and enigmatic character, and he poses a major threat to
the Soul Society.



Genryūsai Shigekuni Yamamoto: The Captain-Commander of the Gotei
13, Yamamoto is one of the most powerful Soul Reapers in existence.
However, even Yamamoto is no match for Aizen's power.

Kisuke Urahara: A former Captain of the 12th Division, Urahara is a
brilliant scientist and inventor. Urahara arrives to aid Ichigo in his fight
against Aizen, and he brings with him a number of powerful weapons and
gadgets.

Yoruichi Shihōin: A former Captain of the 2nd Division, Yoruichi is a
master of hand-to-hand combat and stealth. Yoruichi arrives to aid Ichigo
and Rukia in their infiltration of the Senzaikyū.

Isshin Kurosaki: Ichigo's father, Isshin is a former Captain of the 10th
Division. Isshin arrives to aid Ichigo in his fight against Aizen, and he
reveals that he is also a powerful Soul Reaper.

Art and Style

The artwork in Bleach Vol. 39 is simply stunning. Tite Kubo's unique art
style is characterized by its dynamic action sequences, expressive
characters, and intricate backgrounds. The volume is filled with memorable
and iconic images, such as Ichigo's final confrontation with Aizen on the
roof of the Senzaikyū.

Themes

Bleach Vol. 39 explores a number of important themes, including the nature
of good and evil, the power of friendship, and the importance of sacrifice.
The volume also introduces the concept of "hollowification," which is a



process in which a Soul Reaper can transform into a Hollow. This concept
will become increasingly important in the future of the series.

Significance

Bleach Vol. 39 is a pivotal volume in the Bleach storyline, as it marks a
turning point in the Soul Society arc and introduces several key characters
who will play significant roles in the future of the series. The volume also
explores a number of important themes, and its stunning artwork is sure to
leave a lasting impression on readers.

Bleach Vol. 39: El Verdugo is a thrilling and action-packed volume that is
sure to please fans of the series. The volume's captivating plot, memorable
characters, and stunning artwork make it a must-read for any Bleach fan.
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